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· The recent visit of President Bush to South Asia has underlined the interest of the U.S. for a strategic partnership with India. Besides common interests India should not be taken for granted in U.S. strategic designs especially towards the containment of China.

· Europe can also benefit from the U.S.-India partnership. It will initiate domestic discussions about India’s new regional and international responsibilities which offer new possibilities for EU-India relations as well. 

· Europe has also intensified its relations with India with the Joint Action Plan of the Strategic Partnership of September 2005. In contrast to India-U.S. relations the implementation of the plan will be more bifurcated between the EU on the one hand and selected European countries on the other hand. 

1. The Role of India in U.S. foreign policy? Very high! 

· India on par with Russia and China.

· Next Steps in Strategic Partnership (NSSP) since 2004.

· Domestic support in U.S. by NRI.

2. Prospects: 

· “U.S. and India as natural partners in 21st century” (G.eorge W. Bush, March 2006) 
· “Our opportunity with India” (C. Rice, March 13th, 2006)
· “Our friends in Delhi” (AEI, March 7th, 2006)
3. Can India be taken for granted?

· Yes:

Economics, Energy, Military
· Maybe:
Politics, Strategic
	U.S. Interests
	India’s Interests

	Increase Economic cooperation
	++: More Trade

++: More FDI 

	Nuclear cooperation, Energy security 
	++: Increase share of nuclear energy 

++: Technology transfer

	Intensifying military cooperation
	++: WoT 

++: Securing sea lanes in SEA, WA? 

+:   Missile Defence 

+:   Modernisation of forces

	Promotion of Democracy
	+: Resources (Elections)

-: No positive experiences

-: Diverging strategies (Nepal)

-: UN peacekeeping tradition 

-: Difficult domestic discourse 

	Containing China

Dealing with Iran 
	-: Balancing not Bandwagoning 

-: UN tradition vs. Coalition of the Willing

-: No military alliances

-: From China Fear to China Fever


      “++”: very good; “+”: good; “-“: difficult 
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