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Brussels, 18 novembre 2004

236623/05 (Press 107)

P.88/05
DECLARATION OF THE PRESIDENCY IN THE NAME OF THE EUROPEAN UNION ON THE SITUATION IN ALGERIA

THE EUROPEAN UNION :

Recognizing that stability in North Africa is integral to the security in Europe as laid down in the 2003 European Security Strategy,

Recalls the request of the Algerian government for an EU response to the current crisis;

Applauds and endorses the Algerian government’s commitment to hold free and fair elections in the country as soon as possible;

Urges the Algerian government to respect and uphold the rule of law in its efforts to restore stability and in holding free and fair elections;

Expresses under these circumstances its determination to utilize all appropriate means within the boundaries of international law, to assist the government in the restoration of stability, the holding of free and fair elections, and so the furtherance of the Algerian democratisation process.
In support of regional peace and security and the process of democratisation and stability, we take the following steps:

The Council tasks the Political and Security Committee to prepare without delay a high-level expert mission led by the High Representative of CFSP or his representative to be dispatched to Algeria in order to discuss with Algerian authorities possible cooperative measures in response to recent terrorist attacks, to assess the deteriorating security situation in the country and to have talks with all relevant actors;
The EU offers to establish a working framework for close consultations and coordinated activities in the overall fight against terrorism;
The High Representative of CFSP will immediately report to this Council its findings and present his recommendations as soon as possible.
The Council of the EU calls upon the Security Council of the United Nations to reiterate its opposition to the use of terror and violence as a political tool, and to affirm the right of the Algerian state to speak on behalf of the Algerian people and to do everything it can to stabilize the situation in Algeria and protect the lives of its citizens;

Seeks cooperation with regional organisations such as the Conference of Islamic States and the Arab League Recalling to their continued support to oppose terrorism, and encourages them to express support for efforts of the Algerian government to stabilize its security environment;
Encourages countries of the region to use their influence and membership in those regional organisations to push fellow member to act;
Welcomes the recent declaration of NATO regarding the Algerian issue and welcomes NATO’s decision to preserve a consultation process with EU members on the Algerian issue.

In the Name of the Council, the presidency

